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ABSTRACT

Social studies education curriculum at all levelseducation enterprise in Nigeria is potentiallfeefive in
projecting contemporary issues. The relevance ofepting contemporary issues through social stuitissuction are:
information for social living, education for pedgeilding, dynamism, environmental education, in@hgdpolitical, social,
technological and scientific knowledge. Strategisntegrating contemporary issues in social steidiarriculum are
highlighted as follows: constant review of sociaidies curriculum to incorporate contemporary issagplication of ICT
in teaching and learning of social studies, useesburce persons, and periodic review of textbamk®ngst others.
Constraints envisaged are: periodic non reviewarfiad studies curriculum, a good number of teactees not ICT
compliant, social studies textbooks are not pecaltli reviewed, and teachers are not exposed tkshops, conferences
and seminars to enhance their quality, includifgepteasons identified. Conclusion was drawn basethe foregoing
discourse; some of the recommendations are aswflloonstant review of social studies curriculumattlevels of

education in Nigeria, exposure of teachers to ks are to be updated amongst others
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INTRODUCTION

Social studies education is meant to be dynamib wd@ntemporary events in the society. These corutesnp
events may be knowledge and information explosgmtial problems, crimes, value education, issuetedhnology,
political violence amongst others. Nigeria as aeflgping country is enveloped in different typesoimes as kidnapping,
abductions, robberies, political violence, leadgrstiepletion of national treasury, the incidencdsgbost workers,
nonpayment of workers, of recent is the Boko Harsaiga which has led to increase in the upsurgetemally displaced
persons, which makes the study of contemporaryesgotent in social studies at all levels of edooain Nigeria,
spanning from Nursery, primary, upper basic lesehior secondary schools, colleges of educationt@diniversity.
According to Mezieobi (2013) “ as a result of staielynamism, modern social studies must be atttoedflect societal

ever changing needs and the people’s aspirations”.

To buttress the essence of social studies in emviemtal related issues of concern to humanity, bdh€1997),
Ezeudu (2003) and Osakwe (2009) have pointed aatt 4bcial studies education should be strategiprojecting
contemporary issues as it is focused with issuesaraing the interplay of man with emerging aci@atin his political,

social, economic and technological environment.
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Echefu and Onoh (2016) in a study in Ebonyi Stditdligeria found that social studies curriculum fag¢ junior
secondary school level reflects adequately conteanpassues; the study further maintained thatamstudies teachers
are aware of the need to promote contemporary $sand the goals of social studies curriculum atevaat for the
promotion of contemporary issues. Ukadike and OkdRi006) expressed that the essence of socialestislito equip
learners with social skills and values that willdequate in uplifting the society. The knowled§eantemporary issues
will reposition learners to appreciate societalllemges and critically beginning to imagine postiways of reshaping the
society for peaceful social living. Echefu and Or{@b16) visualize contemporary issues as critical erucial societal

emerging events that deserve deep societal adbotise improvement of the peace and social ondler state.

From the foregoing exposition, it is imperative ttltantemporary issues requires to be incorporatesotial
studies curriculum at all levels of our educatioperience in Nigeria, as it will make the curriculuelevant to national
advancement and development. To give the foregdisgpurse a manageable scope, the following wilhtdéressed: the
relevance of contemporary issues in social studikgcation, the strategies of integrating contempoissues in social

studies curriculum and the constraints envisaged.
Conceptual Framework

Social studies in the Nigerian concept is the irgtgl study of man in his physical, social, ecomommd
technological environment (Mezieobi and Mezieobi20 Esu and Dania (1999) perceived social studsea potential
school instruction meant to revamp the society lpeal in emerging crises through its integrativaveo It is potentially
necessary to ensure that the scope of social stadreiculum is constantly incorporated with conpemary issues in order

to make social studies contemporarily relevant sersitive to national needs and aspirations.

Contemporary issues are sensitive emerging issu iNigerian society that calls for national iatiten, such as
increasing poverty, prostitution, kidnapping, godt violence, cattle rustling, herdsmen violendashes with farmers
across the state of Nigeria amongst others. Pesisisues as interest in girl child education, emaeeurial education,
technological advancement through the use of lesdurce, improvement in security consciousnessatidnal defence
are contemporary issues. Contemporary issues iitsaéintirety are not only negative socio-political technological
development. International Education (2014) agbkeitt(contemporary issues) can be used in “buildirglture of peace”,
while, Ossai (2016:398) said contemporary issudis‘wicreate in students the attitude of resolvirgpficts, ...the good
attitude of (maintaining) peace., respect, loveparation and togetherness”. It is the focus ofonatto install education

for democratic stabilization and social order idarto create atmosphere for sustainable developmen
The Relevance of Contemporary Issues in Social Stied Education
The relevance of contemporary issues in socialesugtucation is highlighted as follows:

» Information for Social Living : There is excessive development in information erplansion in technology at
the global level. The world is becoming a globdlage, which requires comprehensive information wbo
developments in all countries, in order for cowgdrito improve and strategize policies for improvihgir
economy, technological feat and maintaining suatalan peace and security. Against this backgrounezidbbi
(2004) remarked that any social studies curriculbat is bereft of contemporary issues is highlglevant. This

is because it is not emphasizing environmental &itue and societal needs.
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« Education for Peace Building Peace education has become a relevant sectioondémporary education. On
the place of contemporary issues in maintainingnioaious co-existence in a multi-cultural societyNageria,
Onyeanusi (2016:100) opined “...diverse multi cultyr@ople of the country need to be (exposed) fepeet and
tolerance of each other”. Contemporary issues helpnderstanding diverse national and internatiansture,

which is a stimulant to peace building.

» Dynamism: The society of man is dynamic with changes. &vaht social studies curriculum has to be reviewed
or updated with current events, information andsathis is to make social studies curriculum aptgolving
contemporary challenges and providing resourcefidrination for competitive global existence. Thattd say

one is universally socialized.

e Environmental Education: Environmental education equips learners with emvitental education.
Environmental education by emphasis is not only shely of weather and climatic conditions of a platt
encapsulates all activities unfolding in man’s eowriment which are sensitive to his existence. Ezu€g803) has
maintained that social studies is strategic in quiiig environmental education through emphasis on

contemporary education.

» Political, Social, Technological and Scientific Knwledge: Contemporary issues cover a wide area of
knowledge and information. It encompasses evergthappening to man. Mezieobi and Mezieobi (201ghtty
pointed out that social studies goals are embradivehort, contemporary issues through socialistudxpose
political education, social education, technologieducation and scientific education. These edanativalues
acquaint learners and citizens with social skiiid aational consciousness to improve the qualitifefin their

domain.
Strategies of Integrating Contemporary Issues in Soal Studies Curriculum

Social studies can integrate contemporary issuesoaial studies curriculum through the followingvadced

strategies.

e There is need for urgent and constant review oktiwal studies curriculum to incorporate dynantiarmges and

events in the local, national and internationaletoes.

» The application of Information and Communicatiorcfieologies in teaching social studies would helpritarge
the information scope and enrich the social studigsiculum content. Obey (2016) in a study adviskeal
students should be encouraged to use InformatidnrCammunication Technologies for education purpd$es

is to gather enough contemporary issues for tlegisgmption.

* Resource person’s utilization in teaching sociabligs will help in incorporating diverse materiai$o social

studies curriculum.
» Periodic review of textbooks is necessary to previhjuisite contemporary contents in social studigation.

» Value clarification strategy should be emphasizedeiaching of social studies, this will enable tems adopt
value positions to different contemporary issued awents. In addition, project method and discunssiwill

enlarge scope of social studies and improve thailegexperiences of learners on contemporary sssue
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Futures wheel instructional strategy, which repamsconsequences of events in a chain, will helgxpose

contemporary and future events.

CONSTRAINTS

The following constraints may frustrate the effegtincorporation of contemporary issues in soctaties

curriculum:

Social studies curriculum is not periodically reved in Nigeria.

Teachers in their sufficient number are not ICT pbamt.

Schools are not sufficiently equipped with ICT mitis.

Social studies textbooks are not regularly revieaed incorporated with contemporary information.

Teachers are not sufficiently exposed to confergnegorkshops and seminars to update knowledge on

contemporary issues.

Diversified instructional strategies are not usedkeaching social studies. Teachers rely mostlieoture method

which stifles cooperative learning and multiplerféag experiences.

CONCLUSIONS

This paper x-rayed the relevance of contemporayeis incorporation in social studies curriculurmidgthlighted

the strategies ideal for projecting contemporasués in the teaching of social studies, the constrare deliberated

briefly upon, and conclusion and recommendatiorhagblighted.

RECOMMENDATIONS

The foregoing discourse has stimulated the follgwgcommendations:

Social studies at all level of instruction in Nigemneed be periodically reviewed, so as to be gupdpwith

contemporary issues.

Teachers of social studies and students shouldxpesed to ICT application, so that they can geeerat

contemporary information and resources.
Teachers ought to be exposed to seminars, worksglr@psonferences to improve their scope of infolonat

Professionally trained social studies experts ameoeraged to write books updated with contemporary

information, this will help to promote contemporasgues.

Teachers should be sufficiently exposed to divens¢hods of teaching social studies, so as to emlma@rning

experiences and expand the scope of informatical fde promoting contemporary issues.
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